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• FRA tweets
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• Washington Area Bicyclist Association tweet
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• Washington Area Bicyclist Association blog post



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contacts

FRA and DDOT Release Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Draft Section 4(f)
Evaluation and Draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement for the Long Bridge Project

WASHINGTON – Today, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the
District Department of Transportation (DDOT) published the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS),
Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation and Draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PA) for the Long Bridge Project.
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DPRT) is the named Project Sponsor for the future
phases of the Long Bridge Project.
 

The DEIS identifies the project’s preferred alternative, which includes expanding the 1.8-mile Long Bridge
Corridor from two to four tracks crossing the Potomac River from RO Interlocking (note that “RO” is the proper
name of the interlocking – it is not an acronym) near Long Bridge Park in Arlington, Virginia to L’Enfant (LE)
Interlocking near 10th Street SW in Washington, DC. With this alignment, a new two-track bridge would be
constructed upstream of the existing bridge, and the existing bridge would be retained to create a four-track
crossing. The Preferred Alternative ties into the DC to Richmond Southeast High Speed Rail (DC2RVA) Project’s
four-track alignment at RO Interlocking and VRE’s proposed four-track expansion project at LE Interlocking. The
proposed project includes a new bike-pedestrian shared use path that would bridge over the George
Washington Memorial Parkway and Potomac River.
 

The project, which will cost an estimated $1.9 billion, will take approximately five years to construct. Once
complete, the project will increase long-term railroad capacity and improve the reliability of railroad service
through the Long Bridge Corridor, a critical link to the local, regional, and national transportation network.

https://ddot.dc.gov/node/855002


Following a public comment period, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation will manage the
project’s construction.
 

Built in 1904, Long Bridge is the only railroad crossing over the Potomac River between the District and Virginia.
The Long Bridge Corridor currently serves freight (CSX Transportation), intercity passenger (Amtrak), and
commuter rail (Virginia Railway Express [VRE]).
 

The DEIS provides an in-depth analysis of the project’s potential impacts and benefits to environmental and
cultural resources. It also provides a comparison of the alternatives considered. Publication of the DEIS is a
milestone in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. The DEIS is available on the Project
website at: longbridgeproject.com/deis. It is also available at local libraries listed on the Project website:
longbridgeproject.com.
 

Notice of Public Comment

Publication of the DEIS, Draft 4(f) Evaluation and PA initiates the public comment period which will last through
October 28, 2019. After the close of the comment period, a Final EIS (FEIS), 4(f) Evaluation and PA that
addresses comments and a Record of Decision (ROD) will be issued.
 

A U.S. Coast Guard preliminary public notice is anticipated that will seek comments from mariners about vessel
operations and on the navigation clearances proposed for the project. Comments should be submitted to Office
of Commander (dpb), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704-5004.
 

Public comments can also be provided by mail to Anna Chamberlin, AICP, Long Bridge Project, 55 M Street, SE,
Suite 400, Washington, DC, 20003-3515; by email info@longbridgeproject.com; or, by using the online comment
form available at: https://longbridgeproject.com/contact/.
 

The public hearing for the DEIS, Draft 4(f) Evaluation and PA will be held on October 22, 2019, from 4:00 PM to
7:00 PM at 1100 4th Street SW in Room E200, Washington, DC 20024. Comments during the public hearing can
be provided in writing, by speaking to the court reporter, or during the public comment session at the hearing.
Anyone wishing to speak at the public hearing may sign up at the hearing. Verbal comments are limited to three
minutes per person, and groups are requested to provide comments through one spokesperson.
 

To learn more about the project, please visit: longbridgeproject.com.

###
 

The mission of the District of Columbia government's Department of Transportation (DDOT) is to enhance the
quality of life for District residents and visitors by ensuring that people, goods, and information move efficiently

http://longbridgeproject.com/deis
http://longbridgeproject.com/
mailto:info@longbridgeproject.com?subject=Long%20Bridge%20Project%20Comment
http://longbridgeproject.com/contact/
http://longbridgeproject.com/


and safely with minimal adverse impact on residents and the environment.
 

Follow us on Twitter for transportation-related updates and more; like us on Facebook and follow us on
Instagram. Visit the website at ddot.dc.gov. Visit goDCgo.com for more information on transportation options
in the District.

Your #1 resource for transportation information and options to make getting to, and around the District
easier than ever.

DC Streetcar will facilitate travel for District residents, workers and visitors by complementing existing
transit options, and by creating neighborhood connections where they currently do not exist.

goDCgo

DC Streetcar

DC Transportation Online Permitting System

https://twitter.com/DDOTDC
https://facebook.com/DDOTDC/
https://instagram.com/ddotdc
https://ddot.dc.gov/
http://godcgo.com/
http://www.godcgo.com/
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/dc-streetcar
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/permit-applications
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Long Bridge Project Draft EIS
Released

 

 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
and District Department of Transportation
(DDOT) announce today the publication of
the Long Bridge Project’s Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and
Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. The Virginia
Department of Rail and Public Transportation
(DPRT) is the named Project Sponsor for the
future phases of the Long Bridge project. The
DEIS also includes the Draft Programmatic
Agreement (PA) for resolution of adverse e�ects
to historic properties under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(NHPA).

The DEIS is available on the Project website
at: longbridgeproject.com/deis. It is also
available at local libraries listed on the
Project website: longbridgeproject.com. 

The DEIS provides in-depth analysis of the
Project’s potential impacts and bene�ts to
environmental and cultural resources, and a
comparison of the alternatives considered. The
DEIS identi�es the Preferred Alternative which
includes expanding the 1.8-mile Long Bridge
Corridor from two to four tracks crossing the
Potomac River from RO Interlocking (note that
“RO” is the proper name of the interlocking – it
is not an acronym) near Long Bridge Park in
Arlington, Virginia to L’Enfant (LE) Interlocking

https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xqdya-l-r/
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xqdya-l-y/


near 10th Street SW in Washington, DC. With
this alignment, a new two-track bridge would be
constructed upstream of the existing bridge,
and the existing bridge would be retained to
create a four-track crossing. 

The Preferred Alternative:

Will meet the purpose of the Project to
provide additional long-term railroad
capacity and to improve the reliability of
railroad service through the Long Bridge
Corridor.
Will meet the needs of the Project to address
current insu�cient capacity, resiliency, and
redundancy due to the projected demand in
future railroad services; and, to ensure the
Long Bridge Corridor continues to serve as a
critical link connecting the local, regional,
and national transportation network.
Is anticipated to cost $1.9 billion and take 5
years to construct.
Proposed mitigation for the Project includes
a new bike-pedestrian shared use path that
would bridge over the George Washington
Memorial Parkway and Potomac River.

Publication of the DEIS is a milestone in the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
NHPA processes. The DEIS is available on the
Project website and at local libraries listed on
the Project website. Publication of the DEIS,
Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and Draft PA
initiates the public comment period during
which a public hearing will be held. Public
comments on the DEIS, Draft Section 4(f)
Evaluation, and Draft PA will be accepted until
October 28, 2019.  After the close of the
comment period, a Final EIS (FEIS), Section 4(f)
Evaluation and PA that addresses comments
and a Record of Decision (ROD) will be issued.



The public hearing for the DEIS, Draft Section
4(f) Evaluation and PA will be on October 22,
2019 from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM in Room E200 of
the DCRA Building located at 1100 4th St. SW
Washington, DC 20024.

Comments during the public hearing can be
provided in writing, by speaking to the court
reporter, or by speaking at the hearing
during the open public comment session.
Anyone wishing to speak at the public
hearing may sign up at the hearing.
Verbal comments are limited to three
minutes per person, and groups are
requested to provide comments through
one spokesperson.

Public comments can also be provided by mail
to Anna Chamberlin, AICP, Long Bridge Project,
55 M Street, SE, Suite 400, Washington, DC,
20003-3515; by email
info@longbridgeproject.com; or, by using the
online comment form available at:
https://longbridgeproject.com/contact/.

A U.S. Coast Guard preliminary public notice is
anticipated that will seek comments from
mariners about vessel operations and on the
navigation clearances proposed for the
Project. Comments should be submitted to
O�ce of Commander (dpb), Fifth Coast Guard
District, 431 Crawford Street, Portsmouth, VA
23704-5004.

 

For more information about the Long Bridge
Project, please visit:

longbridgeproject.com

mailto:info@longbridgeproject.com
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xqdya-l-j/
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xqdya-l-t/


You are receiving this email because you are on the Long Bridge Project
email notification list. If you'd like to unsubscribe, please click the
"Unsubscribe" link below.

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is committed to
ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied
the benefits of, its projects, programs, activities, and services on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability as
provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans
with Disabilities Act and other related statutes. In accordance with
the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended, D.C. Official Code
sec. 2-1401.01 et seq. (Act), the District of Columbia does not
discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived: race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status,
family responsibilities, matriculation, political affiliation, genetic
information, disability, source of income, status as a victim of an
intrafamily offense, or place of residence or business. Sexual
harassment is a form of sex discrimination which is prohibited by
the Act. In addition, harassment based on any of the above
protected categories is prohibited by the Act. Discrimination in a
violation of the Act will not be tolerated. Violators will be subject to
disciplinary action.

If you need special accommodations, please contact Cesar Barreto
at (202) 671-2829 or Cesar.Barreto@dc.gov �ve (5) days in
advance of the meeting. If you need language assistance services
(translation or interpretation), please contact Karen Randolph at
(202) 671-2620 or Karen.Randolph@dc.gov �ve (5) days in
advance of the meeting. These services will be provided free of
charge.

 



Public Hearing October 22, 2019

 

 

Long Bridge Project DEIS
Public Hearing 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Open House format: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Formal presentations followed by public
comment: 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. (same
presentation at both times)

DCRA Building, Room E200
1100 4th Street SW, Washington, DC 20024

Purpose of the Meeting

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
and the District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) invite the public to a
public hearing for the Long Bridge Project Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), Draft
Section 4(f) Evaluation, and Draft Section 106
Programmatic Agreement (PA). Publication of
the DEIS is a milestone in the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) processes.
Through the DEIS, DDOT and FRA provide an in-
depth analysis of the Project’s potential impacts
and bene�ts to environmental and cultural
resources. This public hearing is also part of the
concurrent consultation for Section 4(f) of the
United States Department of Transportation Act



of 1966 and Section 106 of the NHPA. The DEIS
is available on the Project website
at: longbridgeproject.com/deis/. It is also
available at local libraries listed on the website.

Directions

Location Details: Room E200 is located on the
second �oor of the DCRA building adjacent to
the elevators. Bring an ID to show at the
entrance in order to access the building. Please
be sure to allow an additional 15 minutes to go
through security.

Getting to the Meeting:
Metrorail: Waterfront Station (Green Line)
Bus: Metrobus routes 74, A9, P6, and V1;
Circulator Eastern Market-L’Enfant Plaza route

Be sure to check out www.goDCgo.com to learn
about transportation options for getting to the
meeting.

Directions from Waterfront Metro Station: A
one-minute walk from the Metrorail Green line.
Take the escalator/elevator to the ground level
and walk straight, the building will be on your
right.

For more information about the Long Bridge
Project, please visit:

longbridgeproject.com

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is committed to
ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied
the benefits of, its projects, programs, activities, and services on the
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability as
provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans
with Disabilities Act and other related statutes. In accordance with
the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended, D.C. Official Code
sec. 2-1401.01 et seq. (Act), the District of Columbia does not

https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xtjpul-l-r/
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xtjpul-l-y/
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-l-xtjpul-l-j/


You are receiving this email because you are on the Long Bridge Project
email notification list. If you'd like to unsubscribe, please click the
"Unsubscribe" link below.

discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived: race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status,
family responsibilities, matriculation, political affiliation, genetic
information, disability, source of income, status as a victim of an
intrafamily offense, or place of residence or business. Sexual
harassment is a form of sex discrimination which is prohibited by
the Act. In addition, harassment based on any of the above
protected categories is prohibited by the Act. Discrimination in a
violation of the Act will not be tolerated. Violators will be subject to
disciplinary action.

If you need special accommodations, please contact Cesar Barreto
at (202) 671-2829 or Cesar.Barreto@dc.gov �ve (5) days in
advance of the meeting. If you need language assistance services
(translation or interpretation), please contact Karen Randolph at
(202) 671-2620 or Karen.Randolph@dc.gov �ve (5) days in
advance of the meeting. These services will be provided free of
charge.

 

 
Preferences  |  Unsubscribe

 

https://longbridgeproject.updatemyprofile.com/d-l-2AD73FFF-l-t
https://longbridgeproject.createsend1.com/t/d-u-xtjpul-l-h/


PUBLIC HEARING 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

About the Long Bridge Project:
The Long Bridge Project consists of potential improvements to the bridge corridor and 
related railroad infrastructure located between the RO Interlocking near Long Bridge Park 
in Arlington, Virginia and the L’Enfant Interlocking near 10th Street SW in Washington, DC. 
The two-track Long Bridge is owned and maintained by CSX Transportation. Amtrak and 
VRE also currently use the bridge, in addition to freight trains.

For more information about the Long Bridge Project, please visit: www.longbridgeproject.com

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of, its projects, programs, activities, and services on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, age, or disability as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act and other related statutes. In accordance with the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977, as 
amended, D.C. Official Code sec. 2-1401.01 et seq. (Act), the District of Columbia does not discriminate on the basis of actual or perceived: race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, personal appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status, family responsibilities, matriculation, political affiliation, genetic information, disability, source of income, status as a victim of an intrafamily offense, or place 
of residence or business. Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination which is prohibited by the Act. In addition, harassment based on any of the above protected categories is prohibited by the Act. Discrimination in a 
violation of the Act will not be tolerated. Violators will be subject to disciplinary action. If you need special accommodations, please contact Cesar Barreto at (202) 671-2829 or Cesar.Barreto@dc.gov five days in advance of 
the meeting. If you need language assistance services (translation or interpretation), please contact Karen Randolph at (202) 671-2620 or Karen.Randolph@dc.gov five days in advance of the meeting. These services will be 
provided free of charge. 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019
Open House format: 4:00pm to 7:00pm
Formal presentations: 4:30pm and 6:00pm
(same presentation at both times)

DCRA Building Room, E200
1100 4th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024

Location Details: 
Room E200 is located on the second 
floor of the DCRA building adjacent to 
the elevators. Bring an ID to show at the 
entrance in order to access the building. 
Please allow an additional 15 minutes to 
go through security.

Getting to the Meeting: 
Metrorail: Waterfront Station - Green Line. 
Take the escalator/elevator to the ground 
level and walk straight; the building will be 
on your right.

Bus: Metrobus routes 74, A9, P6, and V1; 
Circulator Eastern Market-L’Enfant Plaza route.
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MEETING LOCATION
1100 4TH STREET SW (DCRA)
DCRA BUILDING: ROOM E200

MEETING LOCATION

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
and the District Department of Transportation 
(DDOT) invite the public to a public hearing 
to present the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the Long Bridge Project. 
Publication of the DEIS is a milestone in the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process. 

Through the DEIS, DDOT and FRA provide an in-
depth analysis of the Project’s potential impacts 
and benefits to environmental resources. This 
public hearing is also part of the concurrent 
consultation for Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. 

The DEIS is available on the Project website 
at: www.longbridgeproject.com and at 
local libraries listed on the Project website. 
Comments during the public hearing can 
be provided in writing, by speaking to 
the court reporter, or by speaking at the 
hearing during the open public comment 
session. 

Anyone wishing to speak at the public 
hearing may sign up at the hearing. Verbal 
comments are limited to three minutes 
per person, and groups are requested 
to provide comments through one 
spokesperson.
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Long Bridge Public Hearing October 22, 2019
Virginia Railway Express sent this bulletin at 10/21/2019 06:00 AM EDT

VRE NEWS - Public Meeting
VIRGINIA RAILWAY EXPRESS (VRE)

Long Bridge Project DEIS Public Hearing 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Open House format: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Formal presentations followed by public
comment: 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. (same
presentation at both times)

DCRA Building, Room E200 1100 4th
Street SW, Washington, DC 20024

Purpose of the Meeting

The Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA)and the District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) invite the public to
a public hearing for the Long Bridge Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS), Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and

LEARN MORE

For more information:
www.longbridgeproject.com

https://www.vre.org/
http://longbridgeproject.com/
https://www.vre.org/
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Draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement
(PA). Publication of the DEIS is a milestone
in the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) processes. Through the DEIS,
DDOT and FRA provide an in-depth analysis
of the Project’s potential impacts and
benefits to environmental and cultural
resources. This public hearing is also part of
the concurrent consultation for Section 4(f)
of the United States Department of
Transportation Act of 1966 and Section 106
of the NHPA. The DEIS is available on the
Project website
at: longbridgeproject.com/deis/.It is also
available at local libraries listed on the
website.

Directions

Location Details: Room E200 is located on
the second floor of the DCRA building
adjacent to the elevators.Bring an ID to
show at the entrance in order to access the
building. Please be sure to allow an
additional 15 minutes to go through security.

Getting to the Meeting: Metrorail:
Waterfront Station (Green Line) Bus:
Metrobus routes 74, A9, P6, and V1;
Circulator Eastern Market-L’Enfant Plaza
route

Be sure to check out www.goDCgo.com to
learn about transportation options for getting
to the meeting.

Directions from Waterfront Metro Station:
A one-minute walk from the Metrorail Green
line. Take the escalator/elevator to the
ground level and walk straight, the building
will be on your right.

For more information about the Long Bridge
Project, please visit:

http://longbridgeproject.com/deis/
https://godcgo.com/
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JOIN  DONATE  NEWS

LONG BRIDGE BIKE-PED CROSSING MOVES
FORWARD

October 17, 2019 | Katie Harris

The Long Bridge Project, which will replace an aging rail connection between DC and

Crystal City, includes a brand new bike-pedestrian bridge over the Potomac River. As they

�nalize plans and funding sources, DC government of�cials need to hear from you: the

bike-pedestrian crossing must remain in the plan.

I SUPPORT THE BIKE-PED CROSSING!

The Long Bridge has the potential to be the best crossing of the Potomac River for people

who ride, and will support the transportation and environmental goals of DC, Arlington

and Alexandria. The entire project will only be a success if the bike-pedestrian crossing is

included.

ADVOCACY CLASSES EVENTS GET INVOLVED PROGRAMS RESOURCES

https://waba.org/
https://waba.org/join
http://www.waba.org/give
https://waba.org/blog
https://waba.org/blog/author/katie-harriswaba-org/
https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
https://waba.org/advocacy/
https://waba.org/education/
https://waba.org/events/
https://waba.org/get-involved/
https://waba.org/programs/
https://waba.org/resources/
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The Long Bridge (as seen in the background)

Northern Virginia, particularly Crystal City, is expecting signi�cant growth in the near

future. Wise transportation investments like the bicycle and pedestrian bridge associated

with Long Bridge, will ensure that personal mobility can be prioritized without the

negative impacts of increased traf�c congestion or air pollution.

The Long Bridge Project is a once in a generation opportunity to transform our regional

transportation network by adding freight and passenger rail capacity, connecting major

regional bicycle and pedestrian trails and providing new, direct links to two of the fastest

growing areas of our region. You can read more about the details of the Long Bridge

Project here. 

In September 2019, District Department of Transportation published the Draft

Environmental Impact Study (DEIS), and included the bike-pedestrian crossing as a

mitigation measure for the rail components of the project. This is great news! It also shows

that the 1600+ people who spoke up in support of the connection (thank you for taking

action!) made a difference in the project.

The project managers are accepting public comment until October 28. Will you speak up

in support of the bike-pedestrian crossing?

https://waba.org/blog/2018/12/connecting-virginia-and-dc-via-the-long-bridge/
http://longbridgeproject.com/deis/
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Great infrastructure doesn’t just happen. It takes all of us standing up and asking for better

bike connections, better trails, and better river crossings. Help this great project by

submitting your comments right now. 

Another opportunity to comment is at the public hearing on Tuesday, October 22. 

What: Long Bridge Project DEIS Public Hearing 

Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Time: Open House between 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Presentations (same presentation at

both times) will be at 4:30 pm and 6:30 pm. Public comment will follow the presentations.

Where: DCRA Building, 1100 4th Street SW, Washington, DC 20024 Room E200 (Bring

your ID and leave time to go through security!)

Support the Long Bridge bike-ped crossing!

Full Name *

Address *

 Zip * city and state not required

Phone

Email *

https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
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PREVIOUS
Running Errands by Bike Community Ride
with Alexandria BPAC!

NEXT
Ward 7 20×20 Meeting

Whether you show up in person and testify in support of better biking connections, or

write in to show your support, please stand with us to show that there is tremendous

demand for this bike-pedestrian bridge.

Share this:

Facebook Twitter Tumblr Print

Topics: Uncategorized. Tags: capital trails coalition, DDOT, long bridge.

RECENT POSTS

Better bridges = better bike rides

2020 Transportation Safety Leadership

Training Program

We don’t have to wait

We’re hiring a Communications

Coordinator

More Joy, Less Stress: 2019 Adult

Education Season Wrap Up

FOLLOW US

ABOUT WABA BLOG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONTACT

MEMBER EXTRAS CORPORATE PARTNERS

MOBILE APP PRESS

   

https://waba.org/blog/2019/10/running-errands-by-bike-community-ride-with-alexandria-bpac/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/10/ward-7-20x20-meeting/
https://p2a.co/HP4tqaT
https://waba.org/blog/2019/10/long-bridge-bike-ped-crossing-moves-forward/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://waba.org/blog/2019/10/long-bridge-bike-ped-crossing-moves-forward/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://waba.org/blog/2019/10/long-bridge-bike-ped-crossing-moves-forward/?share=tumblr&nb=1
https://waba.org/goodness/uncategorized/
https://waba.org/details/capital-trails-coalition/
https://waba.org/details/ddot/
https://waba.org/details/long-bridge/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/12/better-bridges-better-bike-rides/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/12/nvrc-lci-2020/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/12/we-dont-have-to-wait/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/12/were-hiring-a-communications-coordinator-2/
https://waba.org/blog/2019/12/more-joy-less-stress-2019-adult-education-season-wrap-up/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-DC/Washington-Area-Bicyclist-Associaton-WABA/140715077973
http://twitter.com/wabadc
http://www.flickr.com/photos/waba/
http://www.waba.org/feed/
https://waba.org/about/
https://waba.org/blog/
https://waba.org/about/board/
https://waba.org/about/contact/
https://waba.org/extras/
https://waba.org/partners/
https://waba.org/mobile-app/
https://waba.org/about/press/
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THE LONG BRIDGE FUTURE PROJECT 
DATES

WHAT IS NEPA?

The Long Bridge is a two-track steel truss railroad 
bridge that was constructed in 1904. The bridge is 
owned by CSX Transportation (CSXT) and serves freight 
(CSXT), intercity passenger (Amtrak), and commuter 
railroad service (VRE). The Long Bridge is the only 
railroad bridge connecting Virginia to the District. The 
next closest crossing is at Harpers Ferry, WV. The Long 
Bridge is a contributing element to the East and West 
Potomac Parks Historic Districts.

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 
requires Federal agencies to assess the environmental 
effects of their proposed actions prior to making 
decisions. NEPA is an “umbrella” law that encourages 
integrated compliance with other environmental 
laws so that a proposed project’s impacts are 
comprehensively evaluated before implementation. 

The Long Bridge Project’s compliance with NEPA 
includes preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) that is currently available for public 
review and comment. 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is the lead 
Federal agency for the EIS. The District Department 
of Transportation (DDOT) is the joint lead agency for 
the EIS. The Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT) will be the Project Sponsor for 
design and construction.

Comments due on 
Draft EIS October 28,2019

Prepare Final EIS (FEIS)/
Record of Decision (ROD) Fall 2019 - Spring 2020

Release FEIS/ROD Summer 2020

CONTACT US
Comments can be provided any of the following ways:

At this meeting
Website: www.longbridgeproject.com
Email:  info@longbridgeproject.com
Mail: Anna Chamberlin, AICP  

Long Bridge Project
55 M Street, SE
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20003

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

(EIS) 
FACT SHEET

OCTOBER 2019



THE LONG BRIDGE 
PROJECT

PURPOSE AND NEED

The Long Bridge Project consists of potential 
improvements to the Long Bridge and related railroad 
infrastructure located between the Interlocking near 
Long Bridge Park in Arlington, Virginia and the L’Enfant 
(LE) Interlocking near 10th Street SW in the District.

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide 
additional long-term railroad capacity to improve the 
reliability of railroad service through the Long Bridge 
corridor.  

Currently, there is insufficient capacity, resiliency, and 
redundancy to accommodate the projected demand in 
future railroad services. The Proposed Action is needed 
to address these issues and to ensure the Long Bridge 
corridor continues to serve as a critical link connecting 
the local, regional, and national transportation network. 

• Construct new two-track railroad bridges over 
the Potomac River and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.

• Retain existing Long Bridge over the Potomac 
River and existing railroad bridge over the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway. 

• At the southern end of the Project Limits, add two 
tracks to existing corridor and tie into the four 
tracks at RO Interlocking proposed by the DC to 
Richmond Southeast High Speed Rail project.

• After crossing the Potomac River and Ohio Drive 
SW, add two tracks to the existing corridor through 
East Potomac Park, across the Washington Channel 
and Maine Avenue SW, and underneath Maryland 
Avenue to tie into the four tracks at LE Interlocking 
proposed by VRE.

LEGEND

ACTION ALTERNATIVE A ACTION ALTERNATIVE B

• Construct new two-track railroad bridges over 
the Potomac River and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.

• Replace existing Long Bridge over the Potomac 
River and existing railroad bridge over the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway with new two-track 
bridges.

• Expand Long Bridge Corridor from two to four 
tracks, as in Action Alternative A. 

FRA and DDOT selected Action Alternative A as 
the Preferred Alternative for the Project because 
it would have similar benefits as Action Alternative 
B but with fewer impacts, a shorter construction 
duration, and lower capital cost.

ACTION ALTERNATIVE B

ACTION ALTERNATIVE A
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WELCOME TO THE
LONG BRIDGE PROJECT

Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, and 
Draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement 
Public Hearing
Tuesday, October 22, 2019

Open House Format: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Formal Presentations: 4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
(Same presentation at both times)



Project Overview

What is the Project?
• The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the District 

Department of Transportation (DDOT) are preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

• The Long Bridge Project consists of potential improvements 
to the Long Bridge and related railroad infrastructure located 
between the Rosslyn (RO) Interlocking near Long Bridge Park in 
Arlington, Virginia and the L’Enfant (LE) Interlocking near 10th 
Street SW in the District of Columbia.  

• The two-track Long Bridge was built in 1904 and is owned and 
maintained by CSX Transportation (CSXT).  

• Virginia Railway Express (VRE) and Amtrak also currently use 
Long Bridge. 

• Long Bridge is a contributing element to the East and West 
Potomac Parks Historic District.



Project Overview

What is Section 106?
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
requires Federal agencies to:

•  Consider and determine the direct AND indirect effects 
of a proposed undertaking on historic properties.

• Consult with State Historic Preservation Offices, 
Tribes, and other consulting parties.

• Avoid, resolve, or mitigate adverse 
effects to historic properties.

• See: 36 CFR Part 800 (Protection of Historic Properties).

What is NEPA?
• The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 

requires Federal agencies to assess the environmental 
effects of their proposed actions prior to making decisions.

• NEPA encourages integrated compliance with other 
environmental laws so that a proposed project’s impacts 
are comprehensively evaluated before implementation.

• To comply with NEPA, FRA and DDOT are preparing an EIS 
that will be made available for public review and comment.



Project Overview
What is Section 4(f)?
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Act 
of 1966 prohibits projects funded or approved by a USDOT agency 
from using publicly owned park and recreational areas, wildlife and 
waterfowl refuges, or historic sites and structures unless...

• There is no feasible or prudent avoidance alternative, and
• The project includes all possible planing to minimize harm 

to the property resulting from use.
• Or, the Project would have a de minimis impact on Section 

4(f)-protected resources.

There are several Section 4(f)-protected historic sites 
and parks within the Long Bridge Project Study Area

*Section 4(f)-protected historic properties are illustrated on the Section 106 Summary 
of Adverse Effects board



Section 106 and NEPA Coordination



Project Area
The Project: 
• Connects logical termini;
• Has independent utility even if no additional transportation 

improvements in the area are made; and 
• Does not restrict consideration of alternatives for other 

reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements in the area.

Project limits extend from RO Interlocking near Long 
Bridge Park in Arlington, Virginia to LE Interlocking near 

10th Street SW in the District



Purpose and Need
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to 
provide additional long-term railroad 
capacity to improve the reliability of railroad 
service through the Long Bridge corridor.  

Currently, there is insufficient capacity, 
resiliency, and redundancy to accommodate 
the projected demand in future railroad 
services. The Proposed Action is needed to 
address these issues and to ensure the Long 
Bridge corridor continues to serve as a critical 
link connecting the local, regional, and 
national transportation network.   

Train Operator Current # of 
Trains per Day

2040 # of Trains 
per Day

Percent 
Increase

VRE 34 92 171%

MARC 0 8 --

Amtrak 24 44 83%

CSXT 18 42 133%

Norfolk Southern 0 6 --

Total 76 192

On Time Performance

Current (Observed) No Action (2040)

Commuter 91% 25%
Intercity Long 
Distance 70%

12%

Intercity Regional 7%



No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative for the 

Long Bridge Project EIS consists of the 
existing transportation network, plus all 
projects within the Project Area that are 
predictable by the planning year of 2040

The No Action Alternative does 
not include the Long Bridge Project



New Railroad Bridge Type Options

 > Consists of multiple steel 
I-shaped girders with a steel or 
bridge deck at the top of the 
girders

 > Bridge type generally preferred 
when clearance below the 
structure is not an issue

Steel through girder bridges & 
steel deck girder bridges

• Common railroad bridge structure 
types

• Standard types used by CSXT

• More cost effective than other 
structure types

• Allow for shallow structure depth over 
the Potomac River to retain existing 

vertical clearance over the navigation 
channel without significant increase to 

the bridge profile

 > Consists of two main girders 
on the outsides of the bridge 
with smaller floorbeams 
spanning perpendicular to the 
main girders to support the 
transportation load, allowing for 
railways to pass “through” the 
girders 

 > Bridge type generally preferred 
when clearance below the 
structure is critical



Action Alternatives
Long Bridge Park to the George Washington Memorial Parkway

Action Alternative A Action Alternative B

Key Difference 
• Action Alternative A retains the existing historic railroad bridge 
over the George Washington Memorial Parkway

• Action Alternative B replaces the existing historic railroad bridge 
over the George Washington Memorial Parkway



Action Alternatives
Spanning the Mount Vernon Trail and the Potomac River

Action 
Alternative A

Action 
Alternative B

Key Difference 
• Action Alternative A retains 
the existing historic Long 
Bridge over the Potomac River

• Action Alternative B replaces 
the existing historic Long 
Bridge over the Potomac River



Action Alternatives
Ohio Drive SW and WMATA Metrorail Tunnel Portal

Action Alternative A Action Alternative B

Key Difference 
• Action Alternative A retains the existing historic Long Bridge 
over the Potomac River and Ohio Drive SW

• Action Alternative B replaces the existing historic Long 
Bridge over the Potomac River and Ohio Drive SW



Action Alternatives
I-395 to Maine Avenue SW
Action Alternatives A & B

> Design elements do not vary between the Action Alternatives in these segments of the Project corridor <



Action Alternatives
Maryland Avenue SW Overbuild to LE Interlocking

Action Alternatives A & B 
> Design elements do not vary between the Action Alternatives in these segments of the Project corridor <



Selection of Preferred Alternative - Action Alternative A 

FRA and DDOT have selected Action Alternative A as the Preferred Alternative

Action Alternative A has a lower capital cost, shorter construction duration, and fewer impacts

• Selection of the Preferred Alternative occurred after consideration of all comments from agencies 
and the public on the Project to date

• Both Action Alternatives support the Purpose and Need and provide the same anticipated benefits



Comparison of Alternatives
No Action 
Alternative

No

--

--

Yes

Yes

Support of Purpose and Need

Capital Costs and Construction Duration

Differentiating Infrastructure Elements**

Increases capacity; facilities connectivity; and 
expands resiliency and redundancy

Capital Costs*

Existing railroad bridge over George Washington 
Memorial Parkway (GWMP) retained 

Construction Duration

Existing Long Bridge retained

Action 
Alternative A

Yes

Approx. $1.9 billion

Approx. 5 years

Yes

Yes

Action 
Alternative B

Yes

Approx. $2.8 billion

Approx. 8.25 years

No

No

*Approximate costs are based on conceptual engineering and subject to change as design advances. Costs in 2019 dollars. 
**All other infrastructure elements are the same for Action Alternatives A and B.

Compared to Action Alternative A, Action 
Alternative B would have...

> More permanent environmental impacts due to 
replacement of existing Long Bridge and the railroad 
bridge over the GWMP
> More temporary construction impacts due to 
demolition of existing bridges, construction of replacement 
bridges, and longer construction duration (up to 3.25 years 
longer)
> Greater Section 106 impacts due to replacement of 
existing historic bridges - Long Bridge and the railroad 
bridge over the GWMP
> Greater Section 4(f) impacts to historic properties 
protected under Section 4(f) due to replacement of the 
existing historic bridges and greater Section 4(f) impacts 
to parks protected under Section 4(f) due to additional 
construction staging areas and wider right-of-way required 
in East Potomac Park
> Greater temporary beneficial impact on jobs due to 
construction

  



Bike-Pedestrian Crossing

 > New bike-pedestrian crossing 
proposed as mitigation for 
impacts to Section 4(f)-
protected resources

 > Crossing would provide 
important connection within the 
regional trail system

 > Crossing would link Long Bridge 
Park, Mount Vernon Trail, and 
East Potomac Park

If constructed as part of the 
railroad bridge construction 
contract, construction would 
begin following completion 
of the railroad bridge 
because the space for the 
bike-pedestrian crossing is 
needed to deliver equipment 
and materials for the bridge 
construction. Construction 
would take approximately 2 
additional years. 



Historic Property No Action 
Alternative

Action 
Alternative A

Action 
Alternative B

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Adverse Effect

Adverse Effect

Adverse Effect

N/A

Adverse Effect

Adverse Effect

Adverse Effect

Historic Property Adverse Effect

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

NAMA

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

NAMA

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

NAMA

Minimization/Mitigation 
Measure

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

NAMA

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

Riverbed

Visual changes to 
views and viewsheds

Removal of 
contributing trees 

and vegetation

Introduction of new 
elements into HDs

New bridge would 
obstruct views of 

existing Long Bridge

Use of historic 
districts for 

construction staging

Potential adverse 
effects to 

archaeological 
resources

Design Review
Viewshed Protection Plan

Cultural Landscape Inventories
Tree Protection Plan
Tree Restoration Plan

Design Review
Viewshed Protection Plan

Cultural Landscape Inventories

Tree Restoration Plan
Design Review

Interpretation Plan

Construction Management Plan

To be determined through 
future identification and 

evaluation efforts

Section 106 Summary of Adverse Effects & Resolutions

George Washington Memorial 
Parkway (GWMP) - VA/DC

National Mall
Historic District - DC

Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
(MVMH) - VA/DC

East and West Potomac 
Parks - VA/DC
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Public Hearing
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation
and 

Draft Section 106 Programmatic Agreement
October 22, 2019



Project Overview

2



Purpose and Need

3

Railroad 
Capacity

Railroad Resiliency 
and Redundancy

Network 
Connectivity



No Action Alternative
Planning Year 2040

4



Action Alternatives 

5



Bike-Pedestrian Crossing
Proposed Section 4(f) Mitigation

6

Independent structure upstream of the new railroad bridge 
spanning the Potomac River 



Temporary Construction Impacts

• Operational impacts to railroads, Metrorail, and roadways
• Impacts to parking lots
• Relocation of the Mount Vernon Trail
• Impacts to navigation
• Construction activities would exceed local daytime & nighttime noise limits
• Construction staging & access on parkland

7



Permanent Impacts

• Benefits to railroad operations
• Permanent impact to NPS Parking Lot C & 

Washington Marina parking
• Noise impacts at Long Bridge Park & Mandarin 

Oriental Hotel
• Conversion of park land to railroad use (approx. 

3 acres)
• Removal of trees & mature vegetation
• Introduction of new elements into viewsheds

8

NPS Parking Lot C

Mount Vernon Trail



Section 106 & Section 4(f)

9



Section 106
Summary of Potential Resolution

Historic Property Adverse Effect Resolution

George Washington Memorial 
Parkway (GWMP)/Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway (MVMH) 
East and West Potomac Parks

Visual changes to views and viewsheds
Design Review

Viewshed Protection Plan
Cultural Landscape Inventories

GWMP/MVMH 
East and West Potomac Parks 
National Mall and Memorial 

Parks (NAMA)

Removal of contributing trees and vegetation

Tree Protection Plan
Tree Restoration Plan

Design Review
Viewshed Protection Plan

Cultural Landscape Inventories
GWMP/MVMH

East and West Potomac Parks 
NAMA

Introduction of new elements into HDs Tree Restoration Plan
Design Review

GWMP/MVMH 
East and West Potomac Parks

New bridge would obstruct views of existing Long 
Bridge, diminishing visual integrity as a 

contributing structure
Interpretation Plan

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks

NAMA
Use of historic districts for construction staging Construction Management Plan

GWMP/MVMH
East and West Potomac Parks 

Riverbed

Potential adverse effects to archaeological 
resources

To be determined through future 
identification and evaluation efforts

10



Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation

11

Section 4(f) Resource Official with 
Jurisdiction Resource Type Action Alternative A 

(Preferred Alternative) Action Alternative B

Long Bridge Park Arlington County Parkland de minimis impact de minimis impact

GWMP NPS Parkland Use Use

GWMP Historic District NPS Historic Resource Use Use

MVMH Historic District NPS Historic Resource Use Use

Mount Vernon Trail NPS Parkland No use No use

East Potomac Park NPS Parkland Use Use

East and West Potomac Parks 
Historic District NPS Historic Resource Use Use

Hancock Park NPS Parkland No use No use

Plan of the City of Washington NPS Historic Resource No use No use

Summary of Uses to Section 4(f) Resources in the Study Area



Next Steps

12

Environmental Impact Statement

October 28, 2019
Comments due on Draft EIS

Fall 2019 – Spring 2020
Consider & respond to comments;

Prepare Final EIS (FEIS);
Prepare Record of Decision (ROD)

Summer 2020
Release FEIS/ROD

Section 106 Process

October 28, 2019
Comments due on Draft 

Programmatic Agreement

Fall 2019 – Spring 2020
Revise Programmatic Agreement;
Additional review by Signatories

Spring 2020
Finalize & execute 

Programmatic Agreement



How to Comment on the Draft EIS, Draft PA, 
and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation

• Available for review at www.longbridgeproject.com/DEIS
– Hard copies available at:

• DDOT Library, 55 M Street SE, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20003
• Southwest Interim Library, 425 M Street SW, Washington, DC 20024
• Aurora Hills Library, 735 18th Street South, Arlington, VA 22202

• Public comments accepted until October 28, 2019
– At today’s public hearing
– Via email to info@longbridgeproject.com
– Through the online comment form at www.longbridgeproject.com

13

http://www.longbridgeproject.com/DEIS
mailto:info@longbridgeproject.com
http://www.longbridgeproject.com/


How to Comment at Today’s Hearing
• Speak during the open public 

comment session:
– Sign up to speak at the sign-in table
– Limit comments to three minutes
– Groups are requested to provide 

comments through one spokesperson
– The stenographer will record all 

comments
– Please begin by stating your name 

and organization, if any, for the 
record

– FRA and DDOT will not be responding 
to questions today – responses will 
be provided in the Final EIS

14

• You may provide verbal comments 
to the stenographer at any time 
until the end of the meeting

• Please provide written comments 
using the comment form



Thank You
For more information visit:

longbridgeproject.com

or contact us at:
info@longbridgeproject.com

15
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Do you have any comments on the Long Bridge Project?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any comments on the Long Bridge Project?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  LONG BRIDGE PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING

  LONG BRIDGE PROJECT PUBLIC HEARING OCTOBER 22, 2019

OCTOBER 22, 2019
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 
 

 

Title VI Form  
Office Civil Rights 

October 2016 

DDOT Sponsored/Co-Sponsored Meeting and Event 

TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

The District Department of Transportation is committed to providing all citizens, regardless of race, color, age, gender, 
or national origin, the opportunity to participate in and respond to transportation plans, programs, and activities that 
may affect their community.  To help us make sure we are reaching our goal and maintaining compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and all relevant federal and local nondiscrimination laws, we ask that you voluntarily 
complete the following information.  DDOT’s Title VI Coordinator will handle the information you provide with 
confidentiality.  For more on DDOT’s Title VI Program, please contact DDOT’s Civil Rights Office at 202.671.2700 or 
ddot.titlevi@dc.gov.  
 
Please print your responses: 

Project/Meeting Name: 

Date (Month, Day, Year):   

Location of the Meeting (Address):   

Was this meeting held at a convenient time?     Yes      No   

If no, what time of day would be more convenient for you?   10am – 12pm          3pm – 5pm          6pm – 8pm 

How did you travel to get here today? (Please circle all that apply)      

Car Bus Metro Taxi /Uber Bicycle Walked Circulator Capitol Bikeshare Other_______________ 

How did you find out about this meeting?  (Please circle all that apply) 

DDOT Website        Project Website         Listserv        Blog           Flier             Newspaper     Facebook     Twitter      
Other________________________________________________ 

Did you find the meeting location to be accessible?  (Location, access to transportation and/or disability) 

Yes _____         No_______ (If no, please explain)____________________________________________________ 

Name:  Gender (Please circle)              Female        Male  

Ward:   Email: Zip Code: 

What is your race/ethnicity?  (Please circle as many as apply) 

American Indian/Alaskan Native African-American                     Asian/Pacific Islander 

Caucasian Hispanic Other______________________ 

What is your age?  (Please circle)          

Under 18 yrs.    18-24 yrs.    25-34 yrs.     35-44 yrs.    45-54 yrs.     55-64 yrs.     65-74 yrs.         senior citizen 

What is your primary language spoken at home: (Please circle one)  

English Spanish French Amharic Chinese Korean Vietnamese 

Tagalog Other (please specify)___________________________________________________________ 

Did you require special accommodations (ADA, language translation, etc):   Yes    No  
(If yes indicate type of accommodation provided) 

Were ADA features satisfactory?    Yes     No If no, please explain 

Were Language Access 
accommodations satisfactory? 

 
Yes     No         

 
If no, please explain 

mailto:ddot.titlevi@dc.gov


GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 
 

 

Title VI Form  
Office Civil Rights 

October 2016 

DDOT Sponsored/Co-Sponsored Meeting and Event 

Comments/Concerns regarding this meeting or the project: 
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