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Selleck, Randy <randy.selleck@drpt.virginia.gov>

Fwd: Endangered in the Virginia State Capitol - the largest African Burial Ground in
the nation / the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground, Richmond's 2nd African Burial
Ground 

Mitchell, Jennifer <j.mitchell@drpt.virginia.gov> Tue, Mar 8, 2022 at 11:29 AM
To: DJ Stadtler <dj.stadtler@vpra.virginia.gov>, Jeremy Latimer <jeremy.latimer@vpra.virginia.gov>, Fyiad Constantine
<fyiad.constantine@vpra.virginia.gov>, Michael Mclaughlin <michael.mclaughlin@vpra.virginia.gov>, Jennifer Debruhl
<jennifer.debruhl@drpt.virginia.gov>
Cc: Randy Selleck <randy.selleck@drpt.virginia.gov>, Katherine Youngbluth <kate.youngbluth@vpra.virginia.gov>, Emily
Stock <emily.stock@drpt.virginia.gov>

All - I'm just sending this correspondence from Ms. McQueen to you for your situational awareness. We also received a
separate email from Ms. McQueen yesterday about some utility work that is being conducted at the site. Randy and Kate
are following up and developing a response.   

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: LENORA MCQUEEN <lenora.m@prodigy.net> 
Date: Mon, Mar 7, 2022 at 5:17 PM 
Subject: Endangered in the Virginia State Capitol - the largest African Burial Ground in the nation / the Shockoe Hill
African Burying Ground, Richmond's 2nd African Burial Ground 
To: district39@senate.virginia.gov <district39@senate.virginia.gov>, district13@senate.virginia.gov
<district13@senate.virginia.gov>, district33@senate.virginia.gov <district33@senate.virginia.gov>,
district11@senate.virginia.gov <district11@senate.virginia.gov>, district14@senate.virginia.gov
<district14@senate.virginia.gov>, district25@senate.virginia.gov <district25@senate.virginia.gov>,
district08@senate.virginia.gov <district08@senate.virginia.gov>, district12@senate.virginia.gov
<district12@senate.virginia.gov>, district30@senate.virginia.gov <district30@senate.virginia.gov>,
district21@senate.virginia.gov <district21@senate.virginia.gov>, district31@senate.virginia.gov
<district31@senate.virginia.gov>, district38@senate.virginia.gov <district38@senate.virginia.gov>,
district24@senate.virginia.gov <district24@senate.virginia.gov>, district10@senate.virginia.gov
<district10@senate.virginia.gov>, district32@senate.virginia.gov <district32@senate.virginia.gov>,
district07@senate.virginia.gov <district07@senate.virginia.gov>, district06@senate.virginia.gov
<district06@senate.virginia.gov>, district02@senate.virginia.gov <district02@senate.virginia.gov>,
district18@senate.virginia.gov <district18@senate.virginia.gov>, district37@senate.virginia.gov
<district37@senate.virginia.gov>, district01@senate.virginia.gov <district01@senate.virginia.gov>,
district09@senate.virginia.gov <district09@senate.virginia.gov>, district04@senate.virginia.gov
<district04@senate.virginia.gov>, district29@senate.virginia.gov <district29@senate.virginia.gov>,
district16@senate.virginia.gov <district16@senate.virginia.gov>, district23@senate.virginia.gov
<district23@senate.virginia.gov>, district03@senate.virginia.gov <district03@senate.virginia.gov>,
district26@senate.virginia.gov <district26@senate.virginia.gov>, district22@senate.virginia.gov
<district22@senate.virginia.gov>, district34@senate.virginia.gov <district34@senate.virginia.gov>,
district40@senate.virginia.gov <district40@senate.virginia.gov>, district17@senate.virginia.gov
<district17@senate.virginia.gov>, district15@senate.virginia.gov <district15@senate.virginia.gov>,
district35@senate.virginia.gov <district35@senate.virginia.gov>, district05@senate.virginia.gov
<district05@senate.virginia.gov>, district20@senate.virginia.gov <district20@senate.virginia.gov>,
district28@senate.virginia.gov <district28@senate.virginia.gov>, district19@senate.virginia.gov
<district19@senate.virginia.gov>, district36@senate.virginia.gov <district36@senate.virginia.gov>,
district27@senate.virginia.gov <district27@senate.virginia.gov>, DelDAdams@house.virginia.gov
<deldadams@house.virginia.gov>, DelLAdams@house.virginia.gov <delladams@house.virginia.gov>,
DelTAnderson@house.virginia.gov <deltanderson@house.virginia.gov>, DelTAustin@house.virginia.gov
<deltaustin@house.virginia.gov>, DelJAvoli@house.virginia.gov <deljavoli@house.virginia.gov>,
DelLBagby@house.virginia.gov <dellbagby@house.virginia.gov>, DelJBallard@house.virginia.gov
<deljballard@house.virginia.gov>, DelABatten@house.virginia.gov <delabatten@house.virginia.gov>,
DelRBell@house.virginia.gov <delrbell@house.virginia.gov>, DelEBennett-Parker@house.virginia.gov <delebennett-
parker@house.virginia.gov>, DelRBloxom@house.virginia.gov <delrbloxom@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJBourne@house.virginia.gov <deljbourne@house.virginia.gov>, DelEBrewer@house.virginia.gov
<delebrewer@house.virginia.gov>, DelDBulova@house.virginia.gov <deldbulova@house.virginia.gov>,
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DelKByron@house.virginia.gov <delkbyron@house.virginia.gov>, DelJCampbell@house.virginia.gov
<deljcampbell@house.virginia.gov>, DelRCampbell@house.virginia.gov <delrcampbell@house.virginia.gov>,
DelBCarr@house.virginia.gov <delbcarr@house.virginia.gov>, DelMCherry@house.virginia.gov
<delmcherry@house.virginia.gov>, DelNClark@house.virginia.gov <delnclark@house.virginia.gov>, DelKConvirs-
Fowler@house.virginia.gov <delkconvirs-fowler@house.virginia.gov>, DelACCordoza@house.virginia.gov
<delaccordoza@house.virginia.gov>, DelCCoyner@house.virginia.gov <delccoyner@house.virginia.gov>,
DelGDavis@house.virginia.gov <delgdavis@house.virginia.gov>, DelKDelaney@house.virginia.gov
<delkdelaney@house.virginia.gov>, DelTDurant@house.virginia.gov <deltdurant@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJEdmunds@house.virginia.gov <deljedmunds@house.virginia.gov>, DelMFariss@house.virginia.gov
<delmfariss@house.virginia.gov>, DelEFiller-Corn@house.virginia.gov <delefiller-corn@house.virginia.gov>,
DelBFowler@house.virginia.gov <delbfowler@house.virginia.gov>, DelNFreitas@house.virginia.gov
<delnfreitas@house.virginia.gov>, DelTGilbert@house.virginia.gov <deltgilbert@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJGlass@house.virginia.gov <deljglass@house.virginia.gov>, DelWGooditis@house.virginia.gov
<delwgooditis@house.virginia.gov>, DelKGreenhalgh@house.virginia.gov <delkgreenhalgh@house.virginia.gov>,
DelEGuzman@house.virginia.gov <deleguzman@house.virginia.gov>, DelCHayes@house.virginia.gov
<delchayes@house.virginia.gov>, DelCHead@house.virginia.gov <delchead@house.virginia.gov>,
DelDHelmer@house.virginia.gov <deldhelmer@house.virginia.gov>, DelCHerring@house.virginia.gov
<delcherring@house.virginia.gov>, DelKHodges@house.virginia.gov <delkhodges@house.virginia.gov>,
DelPHope@house.virginia.gov <delphope@house.virginia.gov>, DelSHudson@house.virginia.gov
<delshudson@house.virginia.gov>, DelCJenkins@house.virginia.gov <delcjenkins@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMKeam@house.virginia.gov <delmkeam@house.virginia.gov>, DelTKilgore@house.virginia.gov
<deltkilgore@house.virginia.gov>, DelBKnight@house.virginia.gov <delbknight@house.virginia.gov>,
DelKKory@house.virginia.gov <delkkory@house.virginia.gov>, DelPKrizek@house.virginia.gov
<delpkrizek@house.virginia.gov>, DelDLaRock@house.virginia.gov <deldlarock@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJLeftwich@house.virginia.gov <deljleftwich@house.virginia.gov>, DelALopez@house.virginia.gov
<delalopez@house.virginia.gov>, DelMMaldonado@house.virginia.gov <delmmaldonado@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMMarch@house.virginia.gov <delmmarch@house.virginia.gov>, DelDMarshall@house.virginia.gov
<deldmarshall@house.virginia.gov>, DelJMcGuire@house.virginia.gov <deljmcguire@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJMcNamara@house.virginia.gov <deljmcnamara@house.virginia.gov>, DelDMcQuinn@house.virginia.gov
<deldmcquinn@house.virginia.gov>, DelJMorefield@house.virginia.gov <deljmorefield@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMMullin@house.virginia.gov <delmmullin@house.virginia.gov>, DelCMundonKing@house.virginia.gov
<delcmundonking@house.virginia.gov>, DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov <delkmurphy@house.virginia.gov>,
DeliOquinn@house.virginia.gov <delioquinn@house.virginia.gov>, DelBOrrock@house.virginia.gov
<delborrock@house.virginia.gov>, DelKPlum@house.virginia.gov <delkplum@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMPrice@house.virginia.gov <delmprice@house.virginia.gov>, DelMRansone@house.virginia.gov
<delmransone@house.virginia.gov>, DelSRasoul@house.virginia.gov <delsrasoul@house.virginia.gov>,
DelDReid@house.virginia.gov <deldreid@house.virginia.gov>, DelRRobinson@house.virginia.gov
<delrrobinson@house.virginia.gov>, DelDRoem@house.virginia.gov <deldroem@house.virginia.gov>,
DelCRunion@house.virginia.gov <delcrunion@house.virginia.gov>, DelDScott@house.virginia.gov
<deldscott@house.virginia.gov>, DelPScott@house.virginia.gov <delpscott@house.virginia.gov>,
DelBSewell@house.virginia.gov <delbsewell@house.virginia.gov>, DelIShin@house.virginia.gov
<delishin@house.virginia.gov>, DelMSickles@house.virginia.gov <delmsickles@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMSimon@house.virginia.gov <delmsimon@house.virginia.gov>, DelSSimonds@house.virginia.gov
<delssimonds@house.virginia.gov>, DelSSubramanyam@house.virginia.gov <delssubramanyam@house.virginia.gov>,
DelRSullivan@house.virginia.gov <delrsullivan@house.virginia.gov>, DelAFTata@house.virginia.gov
<delaftata@house.virginia.gov>, DelKTaylor@house.virginia.gov <delktaylor@house.virginia.gov>,
DelLTorian@house.virginia.gov <delltorian@house.virginia.gov>, DelKTran@house.virginia.gov
<delktran@house.virginia.gov>, DelSVanValkenburg@house.virginia.gov <delsvanvalkenburg@house.virginia.gov>,
DelOWachsmann@house.virginia.gov <delowachsmann@house.virginia.gov>, DelWWalker@house.virginia.gov
<delwwalker@house.virginia.gov>, DelWWampler@house.virginia.gov <delwwampler@house.virginia.gov>,
DelJWard@house.virginia.gov <deljward@house.virginia.gov>, DelLWare@house.virginia.gov
<dellware@house.virginia.gov>, DelVWatts@house.virginia.gov <delvwatts@house.virginia.gov>,
DelMWebert@house.virginia.gov <delmwebert@house.virginia.gov>, DelBWiley@house.virginia.gov
<delbwiley@house.virginia.gov>, DelRWillett@house.virginia.gov <delrwillett@house.virginia.gov>,
DelWWilliams@house.virginia.gov <delwwilliams@house.virginia.gov>, DelAWilliamsGraves@house.virginia.gov
<delawilliamsgraves@house.virginia.gov>, DelTWilt@house.virginia.gov <deltwilt@house.virginia.gov>,
DelTWright@house.virginia.gov <deltwright@house.virginia.gov>, DelSWyatt@house.virginia.gov
<delswyatt@house.virginia.gov>, gpnardo@house.virginia.gov <gpnardo@house.virginia.gov>,
tperkinson@senate.virginia.gov <tperkinson@senate.virginia.gov>, ltgov@ltgov.virginia.gov <ltgov@ltgov.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Levar M. - Mayor Stoney <levar.stoney@richmondgov.com>, Ellen F. - City Council Robertson
<ellen.robertson@richmondgov.com>, Brown Alea (Brown) <alea_brown@brown.senate.gov>, Charity Howell
<charity.howell@mail.house.gov>, Whaley, James (Kaine) <james_whaley@kaine.senate.gov>, Ellen Chapman
<ellen.chapman@gmail.com>, Ryan Smith <rksmith3@vcu.edu>, Ana Edwards <ourrosewood@gmail.com>, Dan Mouer
<danmouer@fastmail.fm>, Steve Thompson <iamsmt60@gmail.com>, Cyane Crump <ccrump@historicrichmond.com>,
Danielle Worthing Porter <dporter@historicrichmond.com>, Elizabeth Kostelny <ekostelny@preservationvirginia.org>,
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Elizabeth Betsey Merritt <emerritt@savingplaces.org>, Robert Nieweg <rnieweg@savingplaces.org>, Timothy Roberts
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astoriapresident1@gmail.com <astoriapresident1@gmail.com>, asalhrvapresident@gmail.com
<asalhrvapresident@gmail.com>, kimberly.chen@richmondgov.com <kimberly.chen@richmondgov.com>,
lr@lynnrainville.org <lr@lynnrainville.org>, director@jeffschoolheritagecenter.org <director@
jeffschoolheritagecenter.org>, vbaskerville@comcast.net <vbaskerville@comcast.net>, rld8n@virginia.edu
<rld8n@virginia.edu>, richburd6165@yahoo.com <richburd6165@yahoo.com>, nbates@monticello.org
<nbates@monticello.org>, jordyyager@gmail.com <jordyyager@gmail.com>, gibson.worsham@gmail.com
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<justin.sarafin@alumni.virginia.edu>, jmoeser@richmond.edu <jmoeser@richmond.edu>, benjaminpva@gmail.com
<benjaminpva@gmail.com>, paulmull@iupui.edu <paulmull@iupui.edu>, Chip Colwell <chip@sapiens.org>,
kelleyfanto@gmail.com <kelleyfanto@gmail.com>, scot.french@ucf.edu <scot.french@ucf.edu>, addyburke@gmail.com
<addyburke@gmail.com>, Antoinette Jackson <atjackson@usf.edu>, Andrea R. Roberts <aroberts@arch.tamu.edu>,
kv2h@virginia.edu <kv2h@virginia.edu>, E. Renee Ingram <reneei@aol.com>, Cynthia I. - City Council
<cynthia.newbille@richmondgov.com>, rep.meachin@mail.house.gov <rep.meachin@mail.house.gov>,
mlm8n@virginia.edu <mlm8n@virginia.edu>, vpatterson08@gmail.com <vpatterson08@gmail.com>,
drtajullahskylark@outlook.com <drtajullahskylark@outlook.com>, ljones01@wm.edu <ljones01@wm.edu>,
ln6n@virginia.edu <ln6n@virginia.edu>, kym.grinnage@nbc12.com <kym.grinnage@nbc12.com>,
kedwardlay@virginia.edu <kedwardlay@virginia.edu>, sharon@sharondenniswyeth.com.you
<sharon@sharondenniswyeth.com.you>, carmenffoster@gmail.com <carmenffoster@gmail.com>,
christy.coleman@jyf.virginia.gov <christy.coleman@jyf.virginia.gov>, aahgsrichmond@gmail.com
<aahgsrichmond@gmail.com>, dlester210@gmail.com <dlester210@gmail.com>, jhayter@richmond.edu
<jhayter@richmond.edu>, dyan03@juno.com <dyan03@juno.com>, psmith@richmondhillva.org
<psmith@richmondhillva.org>, Jblunk@richmondhillva.org <jblunk@richmondhillva.org>, adam.bond@ebenezerrva.org
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hannah@fieldstudiofilms.com <hannah@fieldstudiofilms.com>, lance@fieldstudiofilms.com
<lance@fieldstudiofilms.com>, 1rdwaller@gmail.com <1rdwaller@gmail.com>, michael.ralph@howard.edu
<michael.ralph@howard.edu>, jlalle@wm.edu <jlalle@wm.edu>, justindunnavant@gmail.com
<justindunnavant@gmail.com>, kellyl@culturalheritagepartners.com <kellyl@culturalheritagepartners.com>,
joy@thedescendantsproject.org <joy@thedescendantsproject.org>, Peighton Young <youngpl2@mymail.vcu.edu>,
Katherine Driggs <kdriggs@preservationvirginia.org>, strose@montaguemiller.com <strose@montaguemiller.com>,
hhines2021@gmail.com <hhines2021@gmail.com>, mlblak@wm.edu <mlblak@wm.edu>,
descendantscouncilva@gmail.com <descendantscouncilva@gmail.com>, aacemetery.coalition@gmail.com
<aacemetery.coalition@gmail.com>, kallison@vcu.edu <kallison@vcu.edu>, belschese@prodigy.net
<belschese@prodigy.net>, missvy@yahoo.com <missvy@yahoo.com>, bmartin@thevalentine.org
<bmartin@thevalentine.org>, Osita - Mayor's Office Iroegbu <osita.iroegbu@richmondgov.com>, Janet Morgan
<jmorgan40@comcast.net>, Brown Hannah Jane (hjb8ma) <hjb8ma@virginia.edu>, aaliyah.mclean@richmondgov.com
<aaliyah.mclean@richmondgov.com> 

To the Honorable Virginia State Legislature 
 
 
Dear Lt. Governor Sears, Senator McClellan, Speaker Gilbert, Delegates Bagby, Bourne and 
McQuinn, et al;
 
I would like to bring to your attention one of Virginia’s most endangered historic places. The 
Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground is likely the largest burial ground for free people of color and 
the enslaved in the United States. To be clear, this is not the African Burial Ground in Shockoe 
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Bottom. The Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground is located just a little over a mile north of the 
Virginia State Capitol. Over 22,000 people of African descent were buried within its grounds. Most 
of you have likely driven over this burial ground without ever knowing it was there, as I-64 was 
constructed right through it. 
 
The Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground was purposely made to disappear from the visible 
landscape, and almost completely erased from memory. Its long history is tragic, and it has been 
desecrated time and time again, largely by and for transportation projects. It also suffered at the 
hands of officials who deemed it unimportant, divided it up and disposed of it, and caused it to 
disappear even from the map. But it still exists. Current threats to this burial ground are the 
DC2RVA high-speed rail project, and the proposed widening of I-64. Both of those projects will be 
run right through it, Neither project adequately researched the burial ground, and both projects 
minimized it. The most recently carried out threat to the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground is the 
one that just occurred while the Virginia legislature was working to implement some form of 
protection for African American Cemeteries. At the same time, legislation was being introduced to 
the Senate and Congress, also intended to protect African American Burial Grounds. 
Unfortunately, while this was all happening, nothing protected the Shockoe Hill African Burying 
Ground from having utility lines run quietly through its grounds on its eastern side in the area of 
Hospital St. and 7th St.
 
The city of Richmond recently re-acquired 1.3 acres of this 31 acre burial ground, for which I 
greatly thank Mayor Stoney and his administration, and the Richmond City Council, and all 
involved. Though the parcel at 1305 N 5th St. should now be protected by the city, the remaining 
30 acres of the burial ground which has various owners (including the state of Virginia) is not. As a 
person with ancestors buried in the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground, I can not condone 
construction or activities of any kind that would desecrate their final resting place. But knowing that 
destructive activities have and will continue there unless and until something is done to change 
that from happening there should be protocols in place.  An agreement should be put in place 
among property-holders that lays out steps for notification of interested parties when work is 
planned and when it is scheduled, evaluation and avoidance of threat, as well as remediation. The 
emphasis should however be on avoidance - after all it is a burial ground. Also, Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) should always be notified, and their archaeologists 
present on site. 
 
The Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground desperately needs your help and attention, your 
intervention, and your protection. It is not only a place of local importance, but of state and national 
significance as well. I ask that you take the time to read and learn something about it. I hope that 
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you will visit its grounds and experience it, as it is located so close to where you are. Though most 
importantly, I ask that you will take up its cause, and stop the desecration to this sacred place. 
Grant the many thousands who rest within it grounds the peace and the protection from harm that 
they deserve. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yours truly,
 
Lenora McQueen
 
Member of the descendant community of the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground

It’s Not OK to Put High Speed Rail Lines Through the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground | The
Cultural Landscape Foundation 

It’s Not OK to Put High Speed Rail Lines
Through the Shockoe Hill Africa...

https://richmond.com/news/local/history/williams-at-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground-and-
elsewhere-the-erasure-of-black-history-must/article_c2cd700e-2e9c-59bf-81ee-
8b89c53a0a54.html 

Kaine, McEachin endorse nomination of Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground to National Register
of Historic Places | Richmond Local News - Afro 360 News 

https://www.tclf.org/it%E2%80%99s-not-ok-put-high-speed-rail-lines-through-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground
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https://richmond.com/news/local/history/williams-at-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground-and-elsewhere-the-erasure-of-black-history-must/article_c2cd700e-2e9c-59bf-81ee-8b89c53a0a54.html
https://afro360news.com/2022/02/21/kaine-mceachin-endorse-nomination-of-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground-to-national-register-of-historic-places-richmond-local-news/
https://afro360news.com/2022/02/21/kaine-mceachin-endorse-nomination-of-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground-to-national-register-of-historic-places-richmond-local-news/
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Kaine, McEachin endorse nomination of
Shockoe Hill African Burying Groun...
A Richmond cemetery where an estimated 22,000 freed and
enslaved black people were buried two centuries ago may ...

--  

Jennifer Mitchell | Director 

Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

600 E. Main Street | Suite 2102 | Richmond, VA 23219

Cell: (804) 335-5947

Email: Jennifer.Mitchell@drpt.virginia.gov

https://afro360news.com/2022/02/21/kaine-mceachin-endorse-nomination-of-shockoe-hill-african-burying-ground-to-national-register-of-historic-places-richmond-local-news/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Department+of+Rail+%26+Public+Transportation/@37.5399064,-77.4406854,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b1113da1eb6d3d:0x86cf9d0294399d22!8m2!3d37.5399022!4d-77.4384967
mailto:Jennifer.Mitchell@drpt.virginia.gov
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